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theyr helpe and prayers, falle not into sorowe of dispayre and
wanhope1. They beare trompes in hondes3, for that they calle
and comforte and excyte us to profyte alway in goodnes.
Many suche maner thinges ben writen of the araye and doynge
of angelles, that betokyn theyr marvaylous werkes.
8       THE OCTAGON  OF ELY
Alan de Walsingham has sometimes been called the c< architect" of the
great octagon at Ely; it is more probable that his strictly architectural
work was limited to general suggestions. Monastic historians always
exaggerate the share of the brethren; to them, the important person was
not so much the artist as the employer; they constantly use fecit in the
sense of " ordered and paid for.w The following extract is from Historic
Etiensis, in Wharton, Anglia Sacra, vol. I. (1691), pp. 643 ff., A.D. 1321.
[One night,] when the brethren had made their procession
to the shrines in honour of St Errnengilda, and were returning
to the dormitory, scarce had one or two lain down upon their
beds when, behold! the central tower suddenly fell and over-
whelmed the choir, with such a crash and din that men might
have thought it an earthquake; yet no man was hurt or crushed
by its fall.. ..Alan [de Walsingham], our Sacrist,was sore grieved
and afflicted at this most baleful and lamentable chance, not
knowing whither to turn, or what possible means could be found
of repairing so vast a ruin. But, plucking up courage, and
putting all his trust in the help of God and of His most gracious
Mother, and in the merits of the holy virgin Etheldreda, he
put out his hand to strong things (Prov. xxxi. 19 Vulg.). First,
he spent great labour and much money in removing from the
Cathedral the fallen stones and beams; then he purged the
holy building with all possible haste from the masses of dust
which lay there Finally he measured out in eight divisions,
with the art of an architect, the place where he thought to
build the new tower; and he set the workmen to dig and
search for the foundations of the eight stone columns where-
upon the whole building should be supported, and beneath
which the choir with its stalls might afterwards be built; until
at last he found solid and secure ground for all this under-
* hopelessness.                                                                                                                                                                                                             * trumpets in their hands.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